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The first Greek physicians, for the cure of their
patients, used certain magic processes, which can only
be compared to the manipulations of the modern
mesmerist.
"The affections suffered by the body," says
Hippocrates, "the soul sees quite well with shut eyes,"
"Wise physicians, even among the ancients, were
aware how beneficial to the blood it is to make
slight friction with hands over the body. It is
believed by many experienced doctors that the heat
which oozes out of the hand on being applied to the
sick, is highly salutary and suaging. The remedy
has been found to be applicable to sudden as well as
to habitual pains, and various species of debility,
being both renovating and strengthening in its effects*
It has often appeared, while I have thus been sooth-
ing my patients, as if there were a singular property
in my hands to pull and draw away from the affected
parts aches and diverse impurities, -by laying my
hand upon the place, and by extending my fingers
towards it Thus it is known to some of the learned
that health may be implanted in the sick by certain
gestures, and by contact as some diseases may be com-
municated from one to another/*
According to Strabo, there was between Nepa
and Fralea a cavern consecated to Pluto and Juno,
in which the priests slept for the sake of the patients
who came to consult them.
According to M. Foissac, the familiar spirit, the
demon of Socrates, that interior voice which appraised
him of that which was to happen, and of that which
he should do, was nothing but a state of crisis or of
natural somnambulism with which the godlike genius
was frequently affected.
In this I do not agree with M, Foissac. We have
no record of Socrates having been in a somnam-
bulistic condition, natural or artificial-. It were
easier to believe that Socrates had a demon, that is—
a real sentient (but spiritual) being who comnHini-
cated with him—as he believed—than accept the-
foregoing, or conclude with M. Lebut, that Socrates-

